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HOLIDAY HOURS  
 

In observance of the Christmas and New Years  
Holidays the Township Hall will be closed on the  

following days: 
 

Friday December 23th-closed all day 
Monday December 26th-closed all day 

 
Friday December 30th- closed all day 
Monday January 2nd-closed all day 

 
The staff of Hamburg Township would like to wish 

everyone a safe and happy holiday season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter 2022 tax payments must be in our office by 5:00 pm February 28, 2023 to avoid penalties.   
No exception (per state law). 

 
POSTMARKS ARE NOT ACCEPTED.  Mail delivery is taking longer  than expected, so don’t risk it. 

 
Please verify all information is correct on your check before mailing.  We must send incomplete checks back to the payer, which  delays 
your payment being posted and could result in late fees.  Also, include your phone number on your tax stub; we may have to call if we 

have any problems with your check.  (Note: We do not share/sell this information.  It is only used by us if necessary.) 
 

A drop box is available for after-hours payment of taxes or utility bills.   
Any payments left in box will be processed the following business day.   

 
Please verify that all information such as spelling of name, principal residence exemption status, etc. is correct on your tax bill.   

If you see an error please notify our Assessing Dept immediately so they make the corrections. Call (810)231-1000, ext 280. 
 

**Please note:  Michigan law states that failure to receive a tax bill does not waive interest, administrative fees, or penalties.   
The legal responsibility of paying taxes on the correct parcel rests with the taxpayer.   

 
DEFERRED SUMMER TAXES ARE DUE FEBRUARY 14, 2023 

                                                                                                                             
 

PAYMENT FOR TOWNSHIP SERVICES 
Hamburg Township accepts checks and cash.  Credit cards are also accepted at the Township AND online for Tax and Utility Bills;  

separate transaction fees will apply.                                                                                           
*Portage Base Lake Water & Sewer is excluded from this payment method. *                                                                                           

No payments are accepted over the phone.  We deposit check payments electronically.                                                                                     
Electronic deposits allow the Township  to  access funds  the  same day  that payments are made.   

Please be aware of this procedure when making payments to avoid NSF fees. 

 

For the safety of all of us, please do not come to the township if you are not feeling well. If 
you have a fever, cough, shortness of breath,  muscle pain, sore throat, new loss of taste or 
smell, or new vomiting or diarrhea, please stay home and contact your health care provider.  



CARE AND USE OF YOUR GRINDER PUMP  
 

The following items are the ONLY things that should be introduced into the sanitary sewer system: 
  
 Human waste                          Toilet paper only (no “flushable” wipes) 
 Grey water from showers, sinks and tubs         Laundry washing machine discharge 
 
All other materials introduced and/or discharged into the sanitary sewer system will result in sewer repair costs and fines to the  
property owner pursuant to the Code of General Ordinances for Hamburg Township, Michigan, Chapter 14-Environment; Article III.-
Wastewater Treatment and Administration (formerly Ordinance No. 69H). 
 
Damage caused to Township sewer equipment will be billed to the Property Owner.  If the Township DPW provides repairs or services 
for Owner-related operation and/or maintenance services, including but not limited to: building sewer pipe blockages, shut-off power  
breakers, flushing of non-sanitary solids (see list above for allowable items) or Owner-caused damage to the public sewer system, the   
Owner shall be responsible for the full and prompt reimbursement to the Township for all Township DPW staff time, costs, labor, and/or 
materials incident to said operation and maintenance plus a 10% administrative fee.    
 
PUMP FAILURE ALARM:  Your Grinder Pump will produce an alarm signal in the event of high water level in the basin.  If the red light 
goes on and/or the alarm sounds, proceed as follows: 

 Stop using water (turn off washing machines, dishwashers, etc.) 

 Silence buzzer by pushing the button on the bottom of the Control Panel. 

 Contact the Hamburg Township Sewer Emergency Line at (810) 217-6085 to speak with a DPW Technician. Please have the address and 
a contact telephone number available when calling. 

 Technicians are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Please report all grinder alarms immediately; you do not have to wait for           
regular business hours to call. 

 Save yourself some money and call us first if you have slow moving or blocked drains before paying out-of-pocket for a plumber. The   
Township DPW staff will evaluate the issue and if sewer-related will make the necessary repairs or if it is a plumbing issue will let you 
know to hire a plumber to complete the work. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the care and use of your Grinder Pump during regular business hours please call the Hamburg        
Township Utilities Department at (810) 231-1000 Ext. 210.  For all grinder pump emergencies or operation issues please call the sewer    
hotline at (810) 217-6085. 

Use of Sodium Chloride Prohibited in Water Softening Devices:   
 
The Hamburg Township Board of Trustees adopted Ordinance No. 82, the Water Softening Appliance Regulation Ordinance, which took 
effect on May 11, 2010.  Users of the Hamburg Township Sanitary Sewer System (HTSSS) are prohibited from using sodium chloride in their 
water softening systems.  This means that property owners must use potassium chloride in their water softening appliance or switch to a 
water conditioning device that uses no salt. 
  
The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has stated in our permit that the level of sodium in our monitoring wells at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant be no higher than 230 mg/l.  Failure to bring the sodium level into compliance will result in substantial fines 
that will have to be passed on to the sewer users.  Sodium chloride from water softeners has been identified as the principal source of   
sodium in the collection system. Eliminating sodium chloride from water softeners will allow us to meet the requirements set by the state 
and avoid costly fines.   
  
The Township has resumed taking samples within the sewer system and has provided those users who have been found to be using sodium 
chloride with a letter notifying them of the infraction.  The Township will then re-test and issue a Notice of Violation if sodium chloride is 
still being used.  A Notice of Violation shall allow a period of thirty (30) days to correct the violation and/or to remove and dispose of the 
non-compliant self-regenerating water softener.  Any person violating this Ordinance after issuance of a Notice of Violation and the         
subsequent thirty (30) day period shall pay a Class E Municipal infraction fine to the Township in the amount of seventy five ($75.00) dollars 
per REU per quarterly operation and maintenance (O & M) billing cycle, and each subsequent O & M billing period until two (2) sampling 
tests, conducted fifteen (15) days apart, show that sodium is no longer being used as a regenerate in the water softening appliance.  Fines 
for property owners found in violation exceeding two (2) quarterly O & M billing cycles shall be elevated to a Class C Municipal Civil         
infraction, which is equal to two hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars per REU for each quarterly billing period thereafter until such time as 
the violation has ceased. 
  
A copy of the Ordinance as well as a brochure containing common questions and answers about the ordinance may be picked-up at the 
Township offices and can also be found on the Township’s website at www.hamburg.mi.us.  If you have any questions regarding Ordinance 
No. 82 or the enforcement thereof, please feel free to contact the Utilities Director, Tony Randazzo, (810) 231-1000 Ext. 214 or the Utilities 
Coordinator, Brittany Campbell, at (810) 231-1000 Ext. 210.  The Township encourages voluntary compliance with the Ordinance and     
appreciates your efforts to meet the State mandated sodium levels. 



Grease in the Sewer System can Increase Treatment Costs 
 

Grease in the Hamburg Township Sanitary Sewer System (HTSSS) is an ongoing problem.  Where does this grease 
come from? Grease is the byproduct of cooking that comes from meat fats, lard, oil, shortening, butter, margarine, 
food scraps, baked goods, sauces and dairy products.  When washed down the sink, grease sticks to the insides of 
sewer pipes (both on your property and in the street).  Over time, it can build up and block an entire pipe.  The   
Township is asking for the assistance of all homeowners to eliminate the problem by not dumping cooking oil and 
grease into the sewer system. This practice is strictly prohibited under Township ordinance. Home garbage disposals 
do not keep grease out of the plumbing system.  Moreover, hot water and products such as detergents that claim to 
dissolve grease only pass it down the line and cause problems elsewhere. 
 
 
Fats, oils and greases aren’t just bad for arteries and waistlines; they’re bad for sewers too. Sewer overflows and back-
ups can cause health hazards, damage home interiors and threaten the environment. A common cause of overflows is 
sewer pipes blocked by grease.  Grease gets into the sewer from household drains as well as from poorly maintained 
grease traps in restaurants and other businesses. Commercial food preparation businesses, i.e. restaurants, are required 
by the Township to utilize an external grease trap that prevents the grease from their kitchens from  
entering the sewer system. 
 
 
YOU CAN HELP!  Help prevent sewer overflows by: 

 Never pouring grease down sink drains or into toilets. 

 Scraping grease and food scraps into a can or the trash for disposal (or recycling where available). 

 Putting baskets/strainers in sink drains to catch food scraps and other solids, and emptying them into the trash. 

 Speaking with your friends and neighbors about how to keep grease out of the sewers. 
 
 
Residents are also encouraged to contact their trash hauler to find out if they accept and recycle used cooking oil and 
grease. The Livingston County Solid Waste Management office also recommends mixing the used cooking oil with 
“kitty litter” which allows it to dry up and it can then be disposed of with your other household trash. You may reach 
the Solid Waste Management office at (517) 545-9609. 
 
 
Grease and oil degrade the sewer system by clogging pipes and increasing wear and tear on equipment.  Grease 
buildup causes pump stations to malfunction and also has an adverse effect on the treatment process at the wastewater 
plant.  Removing grease buildups from the sewer system and fixing equipment damaged by the  
introduction of grease is a substantial cost to the Township.  If we continue to incur these grease-related costs, we will 
have to raise operations and maintenance fees to cover the burden.  We ask for your help in eliminating grease from 
the system now, before we have to take additional measures, such as raising the quarterly operation and maintenance 
(O & M) rates.  
 
 
By working together the Township and users of the sewer system can reduce the problem and ensure that the costs 
associated with grease pumping and removal will not increase the operation and maintenance costs for the sewer  
system.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

  LOST AND FOUND  
       Did you know that we have a lost and found? Anything that is left behind in our Parks and on the Trails will eventually find its 
way here to the box on the Parks and Recreation counter in Township Hall. 
 
  
 Keys seem to be the thing we find the most, and we have a big supply right now! If you are missing anything,  
please be sure to stop by or contact the Township Coordinator Deby Henneman at dhenneman@hamburg.mi.us. 

mailto:dhenneman@hamburg.mi.us


 
MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM (MS4) PHASE II STORM WATER PERMIT 

 
 
Hamburg Township has received a Jurisdictional Permit for Coverage under New Regulations required under the Clean Water 
Act and mandated by the EPA. A requirement of this permit is that the Township must meet six minimum measures intended to 
protect and enhance water quality. They are as follows: 
1. Public Education: 
Hamburg Twp. distributes information regarding water quality and the measures that individuals can take to protect and       
preserve water quality. (Landscape Practices, Water Conservation, Hazardous Waste Disposal, Septic Maintenance, etc.) 
2. Public Involvement: 
Public involvement in the education process is measured to ensure that information is disseminated and implemented to meet 
the goals and objectives of Hamburg Township’s Storm Water Permit. 
3. Illicit Discharge Elimination: 
Connections to the Township’s Storm Sewer System that discharge anything other than ground water and surface water are not 
permitted. The Township monitors its system to ensure compliance. (Dry weather screening, programs to eliminate pollution 
from failing septic systems, etc.) Anyone suspecting an illicit discharge is encouraged to contact the Zoning Dept.                          
at (810) 231-1000 ext. 230 
4. Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control: 
Construction sites must control storm water runoff along with soil erosion. Water quality can be severely degraded if proper 
best management practices are not implemented and maintained. 
5. Post Construction Storm Water Management: 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) must be continued even after construction to protect the Township’s water resources. 
(Limiting erosion, reduction of nitrogen and phosphorus in lakes and streams, containment of contaminants, etc.) 
6. Storm Water Pollution Prevention: 
Hamburg Township has developed and implements a program that ensures that there will be no accidental releases to surface    
waters. (Fleet maintenance, fertilizer, pesticide and herbicide use, parking lots and drains, spill prevention, etc.). 
 
 
Residents may obtain additional information on how to protect and conserve the Township’s water resources by contacting the 
Township Zoning Department at (810) 231-1000, ext. #222. 
 

 
AMENITIES & BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE-LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!  

 
We are actively seeking residents interested in forming an Amenities & Beautification Committee (ABC).  
This sub-committee will make recommendations to the Parks and Recreation Committee, and will plan and  
execute projects such as: 

 
*Planting & maintenance of Parkland/Trail gardens 
*Installation of sculptures & outdoor artwork 
*Beautification of Cemetery & support of historical tours 
 

 
To get involved, or for more information on the Hamburg ABC Committee, please contact Township Coordinator-
Deby Henneman at (810) 222-1124, or dhenneman@hamburg.mi.us.  Online signup form can be found on our 
website at: 
https://www.hamburg.mi.us/departments/parks_and_recreation/programs___opportunities/volunteerism.php  

mailto:dhenneman@hamburg.mi.us
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